Name:________________

Hour:___________
Animal Farm Web Quest
Directions: Your task for the next two days will be to research the information necessary to complete this WebQuest via the Internet. In preparing to read and analyze the novel Animal Farm by George Orwell, it is important to understand certain terminologies and historical contexts to enrich your reading of the text. Under each section you will find specific websites that will help you find your answers (cannot use Wikipedia). Please answer each question in complete sentences on another sheet of paper and in the order in which they appear on this paper. Good luck!
Part 1: Propaganda

Throughout Animal Farm, there are many different uses of propaganda.  Because George Orwell uses different types of propaganda techniques in Animal Farm, it is important to familiarize yourself with them before you read the novel.

1. What is propaganda?

2. Why and how is propaganda used?

3. Find 3 different examples of propaganda (cite the techniques being used)

http://literarydevices.net/propaganda/
http://www.propagandacritic.com/

Part 2: Literary Elements

In understanding and connecting to Animal Farm, it is also important to recognize the literary aspects of the novel. There are different types of literary elements that Orwell uses throughout Animal Farm. It is essential that you understand these terms so that you can apply them to your understanding of the novel.

1. What is an allegory? Give an example of an allegory.

2. What is a fable? Give an example of a fable.

3. What is satire? Give an example of satire.
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http://www.literarydevices.com/satire/ 

http://www.planetozkids.com/oban/what-are-fables.htm
http://www.literarydevices.com/allegory/
Part 3: Historical Background

As you begin to read Animal Farm, you will discover and discuss in class the clear

comparisons between the book and the Russian Revolution. In order to make sense of the connection between Orwell’s Animal Farm and the Russian Revolution, it is important for you to familiarize yourself with the historical background of the text.

1. Who was Karl Marx and what were his beliefs as he explained them in the

Communist Manifesto?

2. What is communism? What potential problems could arise with the belief of

communism?

3. During what years did the Russian Revolution take place?

4. What was life like for Russians before/during/and after the Russian Revolution?

5. Who were Joseph Stalin and Leon Trotsky? What were their differences on politics?

6. How long did Stalin’s reign of power last? What kind of leader was he?

http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/marx.html
http://www.history.com/topics/russian-revolution 
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/joseph-stalin-and-leon-trotsky
Part 4: George Orwell

Before reading the novel, it is always helpful to learn about the author. Please read about

George Orwell and take the time to learn about his life as a writer. This information will help you understand why he felt Animal Farm was important to the world.
1. Where and when was he born?

2. During what time period did he write his novels?

3. What specific themes were normally included in his novels?

4. Give a brief overview of his political beliefs.
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http://www.britannica.com/biography/George-Orwell
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/orwell_george.shtml
You can even use your book for this one!
