Of Mice and Men Web Quest 
An Internet Web Quest on Of Mice and Men


Introduction

You are about to embark on a journey of understanding of what it was like to be a migrant worker in the Salinas Valley of California during the 1930's, during the Great Depression. John Steinbeck wrote OF MICE AND MEN as a vehicle to express his social conscience about the period. OF MICE AND MEN is a novel about poverty and dreams, friendship and loneliness, and despair and hope. Through the memorable characters of George and Lennie, Steinbeck paints a portrait of enduring friendship that you won't soon forget. In order to help you to understand the context of the novel and how it still resonates today, you are about to embark on a Web Quest that will lay the ground work for a deeper understanding of this simple, yet profound story. 



The Quest

What are the background issues that led to Steinbeck's writing of this novella about profound friendship and social issues? 



The Process and Resources

In this Web Quest you will be working and exploring web pages to answer questions in your designated section.  Because these are real WebPages we're tapping into, not things made just for schools, the reading level might challenge you. Just focus on your section, answering the questions in it to the best of your ability.  
Geography
Use the Internet information linked below to answer these questions specifically related the geography: 

1. What are the geographical features of the Salinas Valley in California?

2. What kinds of jobs are available here?
4.  When you think about the geographical features of the area, what kind of mood comes to mind and why?

5. What was John Steinbeck's relationship to the Salinas Valley?
· https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salinas_Valley
· http://businessinsalinas.com/County-City-Overview/Salinas-Valley-Overview.aspx
· http://www.oprah.com/oprahsbookclub/john-steinbecks-east-of-eden-salinas-valley-california
Sociology
Use the Internet information linked below to answer these questions specifically related to Sociology: 

1. What was the Great Depression?

2. What were some of the causes?

3. Who were the migrant workers and how were they affected by the Great Depression?
4.  Summarize what happened to cause The Dust Bowl.

5. Do migrant workers exist today? Where? What kinds of jobs do they have?
· http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression
· http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/uhic/ReferenceDetailsPage/DocumentToolsPortletWindow?displayGroupName=Reference&u=oldt1017&jsid=6fa3acd8d61d096f2e854f47b77d5deb&p=UHIC%3AWHIC&action=2&catId=&documentId=GALE%7CCX3404500355&u=oldt1017&zid=3b910316b8685294b829ad8774e7386c
· The Dust Bowl 

· Photos of the Great Depression 

· Migrant Workers today 

Psychology
Use the Internet information linked below to answer these questions specifically related to Psychology: 

1. What is a mental disability and how does it affect a person's everyday life?

2. What are some of the difficulties in caring for a mentally disabled person?

3. What kinds of support are available for caregivers?


· Mental Disability 
· Caregiver of mentally disabled resources
Biography
Use the Internet information linked below to answer these questions specifically related to Biography: 

1. What are 3 major facts about Steinbeck's life?

2. Why do some parents want Of Mice and Men banned in schools?
· Steinbeck Biography 
· http://www.latimes.com/books/jacketcopy/la-et-jc-steinbeck-censorship-attempt-idaho-20150602-story.html
